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day; that the stars move in their regular course; that flocks and birds repose themselves, and enjoy the quiet of the Night. This, upon examination, you would find to he all true; hut then, upon consideration too, you would find that it is not all that is to be said upon Night, and many more qualities and effects of Night would occur to you. As, for instance, though Night is in general the time of quiet and repose, yet it is often the time, too, for the commission and security of crimes, such as robberies, murders, and violations, which generally seek the advantage of darkness, as favourable for the escapes of the guilty. Night, too, though it brings rest and refreshment to the innocent and virtuous, brings disquiet and horror to the guilty. The consciousness of their crimes torments them, and denies them sleep and quiet. You might, from these reflections, consider what would be the proper epithets to give to Night; as, for example, if you were to represent Night in its most pleasing shape, as procuring quiet and refreshment from labour and toil, you might call it the friendly Night, the silent Night, the welcome Night, the peaceful Night; but if, on the contrary, you were to represent it as inviting to the commission of crimes, you would call it the guilty Night, the conscious Night, the horrid Night, with many other epithets that carry along with them the idea of horror and guilt; for an epithet, to be proper, must always be adapted (that is, suited) to the circumstances of the person or thing to which it is given. Thus Virgil, who generally gives JEneas the epithet of pious, because of his piety to the gods and his duty to his father, calls him Dux -5Cneas where he represents him making love to Dido, as a proper epithet for him in that situation;